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I. INTRODUCTION

Over time, the United Nations has assisted various countries in need, since its

creation in 1945 the UN has been responsible for ensuring international peace and security,

as well protecting human rights for all (United Nations, n.d). The Economic and Social

Council (ECOSOC) was established on June 26, 1945. It is one of the six principal organs

of the United Nations and consists of 54 members elected by the General Assembly. (Model

United Nations, n.d.). Responsible for improving living standards, employment, social and

economic progress, health issues, and ensuring human rights are respected (What does

ECOSOC do, n.d.).

The United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA) was

formed in 1978 and is part of the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC). The

department focuses on addressing transnational issues that affect people's lives, especially

the most vulnerable (Department of Economic and Social Affairs, n.d.). Guided by the

objectives of creating an inclusive, prosperous, and sustainable world, DESA seeks to find

concrete solutions by working closely with government and other non-governmental

organizations. DESA's program focuses on policy-making, economic and social analysis,

and capacity building (United Nations, n.d.).

The COVID-19 pandemic has resulted in significant changes worldwide, precisely

leaving terrible socioeconomic side effects that have forced 84 million people to migrate

from their origin countries. (UN News, 2021). Specifically, Latin American migrants have

moved to the United States during the pandemic to seek better opportunities, as evidenced

by 2021 being the highest migration recorded since 1850, with 46.2 million legal and illegal

immigrants; almost half of the total immigrants in 2021. (Cabin & Zeigler, 2021).

Most migrants do not have any other option but to flee from hunger, unemployment,

natural disasters, crime, and violence from home, searching for a higher quality of life.

However, the great desire to have economic opportunities, education, security, health, and

peace leads thousands to life-threatening journeys. Hence, the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable

Development recognizes the importance of addressing this issue through different goals.

For instance, target 10.7 states: “Facilitate orderly, safe, regular and responsible migration
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and mobility of people, including through the implementation of planned and well-managed

migration policies” (Migration Data Portal, 2022).

Nevertheless, last year has been marked by an increase in migrant flow in one of the

most dangerous routes located on the rainforest border of Colombia and Panama, the

Darien Gap. Thousands venture on a journey of exhaustion, violence, wild animals, lack of

food and clean water, extortion, sexual assault, and others; reflecting the despair of

thousands of people to improve their children’s lives and themselves towards an uncertain

future. Addressing the issue of the Darien gap migration crisis is of great importance. In the

last years, migrants have increased exponentially from various Caribbean, South American,

and even people from other continents. Because migrants are in different situations, they

lack the necessary health conditions, resulting in significant mental and physical health

problems. However, women and girls face additional challenges since there are more

vulnerable to sexual abuse; therefore, a response from a gender perspective is essential

(WHO, n.d.). Moreover, as previously mentioned, elders and children are more at risk of

not being able to finish their journey. As many of them travel alone, they are more likely to

be even more vulnerable; thus, actions in the search and identification of this sector are

critical. Furthermore, ensure and strengthen security against paramilitary and criminal

groups involved in drug trafficking, kidnapping, rape, smuggling, extortion, and other

related crimes (UNHCR, 2021). It is of great urgency the collaboration of the UN, the

government of the States involved, civil society, and non-governmental organizations to

approach this issue compassionately, actively, from short to long-term solutions, and always

acknowledging and respecting human rights.

II. HISTORY OF THE PROBLEM

A migrant is a person who moves from their usual residence temporarily or

permanently for various reasons (Who is migrant, 2022). For centuries migration has been

present in human history; according to the “out of Africa” theory, Homo Sapiens dispersed

from Africa to Europe, Oceania, Asia, and the Americas. Migration is not a new

phenomenon; migration is deeply integrated into our history that continues to shape today’s
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world. According to National Geographic, migrations occurred due to climate factors that

forced people to move into locations with safer environmental conditions. (Blakemore,

2019) However, civilizations settled down, and as they expanded, millions of refugees fled

from armed conflict, colonialism, and slavery.

Over the centuries, explorers have tried to get through the impenetrable Darien Gap.

Even though the Spanish conquered most Latin American countries by the fourteenth

century, the jungle was an impossible journey full of opportunities for trade between the

oceans (McCarthy, 2014). Subsequently, in the seventeenth century, the Darien venture

commanded by Scotland was an ambitious and promising settlement that would have meant

being next to great nations such as the United Kingdom and Spain. The scheme proposed a

link between the east and the west to connect the Pacific and the Atlantic; employment,

trade, infrastructure, and economic development. Therefore the company of Scotland,

owned by Scotland and Britain, planned to invest based on the testimonies of sailors on

how Darien was a promising colony that would bring a prosperous time for Scotland. Thus,

on July 12, 1698, the ship sailed to Darien; most of its crew were already ill before their

arrival. The situation escalated into internal fights with fellow explorers; in the seventeenth

month, 400 scottish passed away. The rest of the crew were later ill of fever, hunger, and

hopelessness. Other ships sailed, still the same unfortunate story due to the harsh conditions

of the jungle (Johnson, n.d.).

Consequently, in the seventeenth century, the United States of America started

proposing the construction of railways to connect with neighboring countries. Nevertheless,

negotiations were paused until 100 years forward; the Pan-American highway began to be

constructed. It still is the longest road globally as it connects North American and South

America through a 48,000-kilometer road, except for the Darien Gap. This has helped to

preserve wildlife, rainforest, and indigenous groups, along with hosting various

paramilitary groups like the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia. Additionally, due to

the remoteness of the jungle, it is a relevant route for drug traffickers as vulnerable

migrants with limited resources seek the help of the economic benefits of transporting

illegal substances (Harmon, 2019). The Darien Gap is one of the most protected sites by
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UNESCO. Nevertheless, inside the jungle is one of the dangerous and unprotected places

where thousands risk their lives to travel north.

The Cold War was one of history’s most significant events. This was a post-World

War II political rivalry between the United States and the Soviet Union. Both of these

countries possessed nuclear weapons (The Editors of Encyclopedia Britannica, n.d.). The

US used a portion of the Darien Gap area to test their weapons, most of which detonated,

but some undetonated in the jungle, posing a risk to anyone who ventured into the jungle

(Collicutt, 2020). In the Darien Gap, another element that represents risk is the

Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia, a Marxist organization founded in Colombia in

1964. This organization aims to redistribute wealth from the wealthiest to the least

fortunate. They are opposed to the influence of foreign governments and companies with

operations in Colombia; however, their approach is violent and life-threatening, especially

for vulnerable groups such as migrants (The Editors of Encyclopedia Britannica, n.d.).

Despite its efforts to help the most vulnerable, this organization has engaged in several

illegal activities. They have carried out bombings, mass executions, and kidnappings. Their

links to drug trafficking and other crimes significantly impact neighboring countries (The

Editors of Encyclopedia Britannica, n.d.). Since 1990 FARC and other right-wing

paramilitaries have hidden in the Darien Gap. It is the perfect site for these groups to avoid

the government forces, thus making the jungle an ideal place for drug and weapon dealers

to operate unseen. In 2016, after a peace deal with Colombia, the FARC left Darien and

made the paramilitary dissolved in the 2000s. Still, other groups, mainly drug trafficking,

have invaded the area with terror, for instance, the Urabeños. The Urabeños channels are

essential routes for trafficking migrants seeking guided passage to Central and North

America from Haiti, Columbia, Africa, and as far as the Middle East (Troutner, 2021).

Haiti is a developing country facing complex political, social, and economic

challenges that have forced tens of thousands of people to seek better opportunities in South

and North America. Haiti was the first country to have a revolutionary movement that

successfully abolished slavery in the French colony of Haiti. Even though slavery was

abolished, authoritarianism, inequality, and political and economic instability continued

(Open Democracy, 2021). The entire population of Haiti has shown an increased rate of
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dissatisfaction with the government since 2018 due to the continuing events that have

profoundly affected Haitians. Throughout those years, there were numerous protests in

which citizens demanded the resignation of President Jovenel Mose because of severe fuel

and food shortages, as well as currency economic devaluation and corruption (Paultre A,

2019). Haiti’s corruption has been an obstacle to its development, an issue in 2018 with

Petrocaribe that led to mass protests. Petrocaribe was a project in which Haiti was allowed

access to oil at affordable prices, but it turned out to be an extensive and severe source of

corruption. In that same year, accusations came to light against the president at the time,

Moise, of abuse of power. This situation provoked protests in which citizens asked for a

genuine renewal of government personnel and for more than 80% of the population to have

access to a good job, health system, education, and security (Open Democracy, 2021).

According to the World Food Program (WFP) analysis, more than one in three people in

Haiti needs urgent food aid, but of the 3.7 million, one million are in a state of emergency.

(Zhang, 2019).

III. CURRENT SITUATION

The SARS-CoV-2 virus, better known as COVID-19, has affected the entire world.

Several studies have been conducted to determine the source of this virus, but it appears to

originate in bats. This virus first appeared in Wuhan, China, in November 2019, then spread

throughout the rest of the world. (WebMD, n.d.). The outbreak was declared a Public

Health Emergency of International Concern by the WHO Director-General on January 30,

2020, and a pandemic on March 11, 2020 (World health organization, 2020). The health

crisis derived from COVID-19 caused the U.S and Mexican governments to release a

statement in which they established travel restrictions to reduce the spread of the virus,

ensure the health of the national borders, and at the same time, protect economic and

employment activities (Barrera, n.d.). Due to these restrictions, all non-essential trips were

restricted. Those non-essential trips involve tourism and recreational activities. The

following activities are the ones that are considered essential: trade, transport of goods and

perishables, health and emergency services, and others.
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As a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, over the last two years, society has endured

a serious economic crisis. The pandemic had an economic impact both short and long term

because efforts to halt the pandemic included preparing hospitals and other health facilities

to isolate infectious cases. Improving these facilities came at a high cost for some countries,

but the pandemic had a significant impact as many people lost their way of income and

daily life. Because of the pandemic, non-essential workplaces were closed, travel was

restricted, borders were closed, and the global economy slowed (Shang et al., 2021).

Because of the pandemic, some illegal migration routes are increasing in the number of

crossings, including the Darien Gap. The vast majority of people who cross the Darien Gap

are Haitians. The visa requirements are burdensome for low-income people to fulfill, so

many of them embark on this journey with the hope of reaching the United States and

starting a new life (Associated Press, 2021). According to UNHCR, the majority of those

who cross this perilous border are young people and their families who arrive in remote

indigenous communities hungry, dehydrated, exhausted, and in need of medical attention

(Aljazeera, 2022). The majority of those embarking on this journey is due to the recent

socioeconomic consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic. It is estimated that around 2021,

51 people who attempted to cross the Darien Gap were reported missing or deceased

(Grattan S, n.d.).

In 2021, it was estimated that around 100,000 migrants crossed the rainforest, of

which 19,000 were children. Throughout 97 kilometers of jungle, migrants face swamps,

hills, forceful rivers, and humidity. Natural hazards represent a hostile place; however, it is

the area where paramilitary forces, criminal groups, and drug traffickers inhabit. Most

migrants are conducted by guides or smugglers in the disorienting and dangerous jungle,

who can be disguised as their protectors but can be human traffickers (Wolfe, 2022). Many

South American countries have been experiencing various economic crises, prompting their

citizens to migrate to the center to seek better opportunities. The following countries have

the most people crossing the Darien Gap: The majority were from Haiti, followed by

Cubans, Venezuelans, and people from countries other than Latin America affected by the

pandemic, including Angola, Bangladesh, Ghana, Uzbekistan, and Senegal (Aljazeera,

2022). Therefore, thousands cross thousands of kilometers through land and sea to get to

South America, and still, the Darien Gap is considered one of the biggest challenges of
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their journey. After traveling restrictions since the pandemic, during the year 202 faced a

significant increment in migrants. One of the main starting points in the jungle is Neclolí,

Colombia. With a population of 20,000, this small town received just 10,000 migrants, half

of its population. This city is an essential point of reunion in the waiting for fishing or

commercial boat passage to Darien (Wolfe, 2022).

During the year 2021, the number of children who have entered the Darien Gap has

reached its highest number historically. It has been reported that around 19,000 children

have embarked on a journey into this jungle; this figure is nearly three times higher than the

total for the previous five years (UNICEF, 2021). It has been reported that more than one in

every five migrants who cross the border between Colombia and Panama are children, with

half of them being under the age of five (UNICEF, 2021). Children who cross the Darien

Gap are more vulnerable to violence, crime, and rape. In addition to the risk of contracting

diarrhea, respiratory diseases, dehydration, and other ailments that require immediate

attention and are difficult to obtain in that location, making them more vulnerable to

various situations (UNICEF, 2021). Every week, children lose their lives, lose their parents,

or are separated from them; many criminal groups take advantage of this situation since

children are the most vulnerable. According to UNICEF, around five children were found

deceased crossing the border in 2021, and over 150 children arrived in Panama without a

guardian. Unfortunately, newborns are 20 times more vulnerable than previous generations

(UNICEF, 2021).

Migrants who began their journey to the United States but were unable to complete

it now rest in an isolated cemetery in the province of Darien, accompanied only by a card

with little information about them (Zamorano, 2021). In 2021, Panama reported that at least

50 deceased or remains of migrants who had crossed the Darien Gap were recovered, which

is only a small part of those who could not reach the United States. Moreover, in recent

years, an average of between 20 and 30 deceased people have been recovered each year.

However, in 2021, Panamanian authorities say that more than 90,000 migrants, mostly

Haitians, have crossed the Darien Gap from Colombia. The deceased body count reflects

the increase in migration and the dangerousness of Darien. Many of the migrants lose their

lives due to natural causes: lack of medical attention, the currents of the rivers taking them
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away, and the bites of poisonous animals. The authorities mention that the deceased they

find is found in a severe state of decomposition due to the high humidity and because of

animals. Most of the bodies are without identification since they have been stolen or lost

(Zamorano, 2021).

Haiti is a country with significant political instability, which harms the country's

economic and social development. Haiti is the most developing country in the LAC (Latin

America and the Caribbean) region, and it was also severely affected by the pandemic. The

COVID-19 pandemic exacerbated Haiti's precarious economy, but the virus was not the

only cause of the country's problems (The World Bank, 2021). Many Haitians have because

President Jovenel Mose was murdered in July 2021. This historic event sparked political

unrest in Haiti, with many people contending for power. The assassination of the president

was not the only reason that many people decided to close the dangerous Darien Gap in

2021. The reports mentioned that he planned to give the United States a list of politicians

and people in business involved in drug trafficking, which led to him and his wife being

attacked (García J, 2021). It was also a magnitude 7.2 earthquake that damaged several

cities (Klerk, 2022). Concerning natural disasters, Haiti has been affected by hurricanes,

floods, and earthquakes, and more than 96% of the population is exposed to these

situations. On August 14, 2021, Haiti was hit by an earthquake of magnitude 7.2. This

earthquake hit an area where approximately 1.6 million people lived. According to reports

on the damage caused by the earthquake, 2,248 people have lost their lives, 320 people are

missing, and 12,763 have been injured. Fifty-three thousand eight hundred fifteen houses

have been destroyed in terms of infrastructure while another 83,770 buildings have been

damaged, including schools, health centers, and public buildings (The World Bank, 2021).

According to the Panamanian government, around 10,000 people illegally crossed

the Darien Gap from Colombia to Panama in just the first three months of 2022. The

highest number of people who traveled through the Darien Gap in 2021 was around

133,000 (The Guardian, 2022). However, the data has suggested and alarmed human rights

organizations and UN officials about the high probability that numbers will continue to rise

(The Guardian, 2022). According to the statistics from Panama Migration Services, eighty

percent of migrants were Haitian. However, in 2022, most migrants reside in Venezuela
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(Cortés G, 2022). During the first two months of 2022, around 2,500 Venezuelan migrants

crossed the Darien Gap; nevertheless, including Cubans, Haitians, Senegalese, and Uzbek

citizens of approximately 3,000 migrants (Cortés G, 2022).

Moreover, since February of 2022, there has been a spike in violence, mainly

migrants being robbed, mistreatment, extortion, and sexual violence. Subsequently, having

a significant impact on their physical and mental health revealed an increase in the number

of people seen by Doctors Without Borders. The average consultation is 1,500 for physical

health and 150 for psychological help. Most patients have received mental health care for

suffering violence or patients who have lost a family member or have been separated along

the gap (Doctors Without Borders, 2022). Finally, Latin American migration continues to

prevail across the region forcing thousands of people to take dangerous routes, such as the

Darien Gap, to escape from various economic, violent, political, and climate issues.

Nevertheless, in 2021 after the COVID-19 pandemic, issues already persisted, and

in 2022, the number of migrants decreased in contrast to 2021. However, the Darien Gap

continues to be life-threatening and is even considered one of the most dangerous places on

earth. Thus, countries across the region address the issue with limited resources, such as

insufficient financial and technical support (Mouynes E, Lopez M, 2022). Therefore, it is

essential to involve the international community in a profound and coordinated effort to

address this issue from its root, seeking short and long-term solutions.

IV. UN ACTIONS

The consequences of people crossing a jungle where they confront many hurdles

from nature, violence, and a lack of assistance have made support for these people a

problem that needs to be handled immediately. As a result, the UN has taken certain

measures to aid in the improvement of this humanitarian crisis. Many of the migrants live

in remote communities with minimal development in their home countries. They lack

access to clean water, medical care, and armed conflicts that result in violence, forcing

many people to flee these issues. Housing, documentation, access to money, health,

education, full enjoyment of rights, and, above all, security against additional violence and
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persecution are some of the most common demands (UNHCR, 2008). As a result, it was

determined in Mexico to develop an action plan to cope with the crisis. The Mexico Plan of

Action was a UNHCR-led initiative that 20 Latin American countries adopted in 2004. The

Mexico Plan of Action was a collection of initiatives aimed at promoting solidarity at the

border, in cities, and through resettlement. The last one was established to assist the nations

with the greatest number of refugees, which were Ecuador, Venezuela, Argentina, Chile,

and Brazil in those years. In 2006, UNHCR and the international community, including the

humanitarian aid department of the European Commission Humanitarian Aid, ECHO,

helped change the lives of 11 families from the Wounaan community who crossed the

dangerous Darien Gap. Thanks to these organizations, they were able to obtain refugee

status in Panama. Due to the granting of refugee status, these families were able to have a

new start. One of the first things that had to be done was the establishment of clean water

since remote communities do not have the infrastructure to safely drink water. Helping find

shelter and access to clean water is one of the first and most important issues for migrants,

and finding ways to improve these types of problems is ECHO's priority. The UN refugee

agency helps put children in school and trains adults in basic professional skills. These

actions have made the lives of some families better (Verney, 2007).

As the number of children crossing the Darien Gap has increased over the years,

UNICEF has taken action to create and expand its programs to meet the growing needs of

those in need. UNICEF and other partners have been assisting in the provision of basic aid

to migrants passing through La Peñita and other locations on the Panamanian side of the

jungle. UNICEF has assisted with drinking water, food, and, most importantly, medical

care. Moreover, Child-Friendly Spaces provide psychosocial support to children through a

variety of games, art projects and other activities, math homework, and other forms of

learning support (Buechner, 2021). Between 2019 and 2021, nearly 15,000 people received

humanitarian assistance; including 33,667 children. Other activities carried out by UNICEF

and other partners include mobile medical care, which included screening tests, nutritional

support, and immunization. They have provided, and continue to provide, safe spaces for

mothers and children to receive mental and physical health care. They have sought

alternatives for children to receive the education they deserve and to improve their access to
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it (Buechner, 2021). As is well known, many children have lost their parents along the

way, so steps have been taken to reunite the children with their relatives.

Furthermore, in recent years, the government of Panama has built new infrastructure

to house people and thus support them with their needs. The Panamanian government has

received assistance from the International Organization for Migration (IOM) to establish

reception centers for migrants, where migrants can find everything they need to meet their

needs while also caring for COVID-19 (United Nations, 2022). During the pandemic, the

International Organization for Migration (IOM) in Panama provided hygiene items, face

masks, and food to the National Border Service (SENAFRONT) and the Ministry of Health

(MINSA) for migrants who remained in the country as a result of the pandemic (IOM,

2020). The Panamanian authorities have facilitated the transit of migrants attempting to

reach the north, but only for those with valid documentation and other parameters that must

be met if they wish to cross. When migrants arrive in the Panamanian part of Darien, they

wait in one of three towns and receive UN aid, which has been aided in part by the U.S

State Department (Plewa, n.d.)

V. POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

Given the critical circumstances, the United Nations agreed that actions must be taken to

ensure a peaceful resolution of the Darien Gap migration crisis and its impact on

neighboring countries. Some of the solutions proposed include:

01. Health; One of the most critical areas in which efforts to assist migrants is

providing care for their mental and physical health. Traveling through the jungle

presents several challenges, including a lack of food and clean water, violence, and

natural hazards.

a. Improve the provision of humanitarian aid near the Darien Gap in which

medical examinations, nutritional screening, and pregnancy check-ups are

offered. Their health may not be the best because they are traveling with

little access to food, water, and violence. However, by improving health
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systems, providing complete physical health check-ups, and ensuring that

they can receive necessary treatment, their health will improve. Above all,

women must be prioritized because they are one of the most vulnerable

groups when traveling through the Darien gap. Highlight the importance of

nutrition in children, as they are one of the most vulnerable groups and are at

a stage of development and growth where nutrition is critical.

b. Expand health care centers in local and migrant communities to receive

psychosocial support with the partnership of Doctors Without Borders.

Migrants in the jungle face various situations that affect not only their

physical health but also their mental health. While crossing, many of their

relatives are unable to continue the journey; they witness and suffer from

violence and grieve their deceased relatives; these factors severely affect the

mental health of migrants.

c. Provide clean water daily to ensure sanitation and good hygiene practices.

While crossing the Darien Gap, migrants do not have access to drinking

water. The rivers are the only source of water. Consuming river water

increases exposure to bacteria and germs, which is why it is critical to

support the installation of water systems (UNICEF, 2020).

02. Security; Women are a vulnerable group during and after the long journey through

the Darien Gap, so their protection is critical to improving their physical and mental

conditions while also providing support.

a. Support and expand the approach of IMUMI (Instituto para las Mujeres en

la Migración A.C.) to ensure migrant women 's economic, emotional, and

social development and well-being. The proposal will be implemented

through a cross-sectoral approach in other policy areas at international,

national, and regional levels (IMUMI, n.d).
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b. Ensure the safety of migrants by funding alternative routes between

Colombia and Panama, which have all of the protection mechanisms in place

to ensure migrants' well-being (MSF, 2021). It is urgent as due to the lack of

safe and legal routes, migrants are forced to take the life-threatening Darien

Gap.

c. Support the NGOs that receive IOM assistance in searching and

reunifying relatives, while also establishing new organizations specializing

in searching for relatives and keeping families together (IOM, n.d.).

03. Economical; Migrants face significant economic challenges as they need to have

the resources to survive through the gap and the following steps to thrive in society

with the strict migration restrictions.

a. Facilitate the economic and social integration of migrants by establishing a

similar model to the 2016 Jordan Compact with the support of the

international community, local government, and the World Bank, as it has

been proven that it has increased access to education and legal employment

in Jordan (Fox, 2020).

04. Education; Many migrants are children who do not have access to education, and

many children do not have the right to education. It is critical to educate future

generations about the value of education and human rights.

05. Spread awareness through implementing programs directed at younger

generations as they are our future, and it is our responsibility to teach them that

every individual's human rights should be respected. Therefore education programs

will be implemented in schools and public spaces about the importance of
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erradicating xenophobia and discrimination with the support of DHIA (Derechos

Humanos Integrales en Acción).

06. Establish educational spaces near the Darien Gap where migrants can receive

primary education until their voluntary resettlement, as education can help them

settle into society ( Spirit of America, n.d).

VI. COUNTRIES INVOLVED

1. The Republic of Haiti

Haiti faces a variety of political, social, and economic conflicts as one of the

countries with the highest number of migrants crossing the Darién Gap, with

1,585,681 migrants only in 2019 (Haiti, n.d.). The management of Haiti's crises,

including the food shortage, political instability, and most importantly, the

mishandling of the pandemic, has had a significant impact on Haitian citizens. The

socioeconomic conflicts have driven thousands, making the majority of migrants

cross the great jungle, even though they know all the hazards they may face for a

better life.

2. Republic of Panama

Panama has part of the 66 miles of the Darien Gap connecting South America with

North America. With a controlled flow system with the help of United States

authorities, migrants are allowed to transit with valid passports, clear criminal

records, and biometric checks. The government has installed camps throughout the

Darien region by providing migrants with their basic needs; nevertheless, the

COVID-19 pandemic has slowed down the process and, thus, fewer opportunities

for integration (Plewa, 2021). Moreover, the Panamanian side of the gap is

controlled by armed gangs that threaten the life of migrants (Abé, 2021).
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3. Republic of Colombia

Colombia is part of the Darien Gap, where the natural hazards threaten the life of

migrants as powerful rivers such as the Atrato River, humid weather, and hills. It is

home to thousands of Venezuelan refugees and the main departure point for

migrants traveling through the Tapón. The majority of migrants undertake their

journeys north with the idea of being able to reach the United States. Necloli, a

small town in Colombia, has been overwhelmed since, in 2021, it received 10,000

migrants, half of its population (Wolfe, 2022). In addition, the Colombian side is

controlled by the Clan del Golfo, involved in human trafficking and illicit organ

trafficking (Abé, 2021).

4. Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela

As is well known, Venezuela has been facing a political, economic, and social crisis

(Kurmanaev 2019). The socioeconomic impact has affected the community of

Venezuelan migrants from Latin American and Caribbean countries. Because of the

pandemic, the political and economic problems 57 percent of the families lack food,

and 42 percent of children in the poorest communities show signs of malnutrition,

having great consequences on their physical and mental development (Wolfe, 2022).

For this reason “since 2022, the number of Venezuelan migrants has increased, since

only in the first two months of 2022 has it exceeded the number of 2021” (Grattan

S, n.d.). Migrants arrive at migratory centers dehydrated and hungry, in need of

psychological and physical assistance, and are made up of young people and

families.

5. Republic of Cuba:
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Cuba is one of the countries with the most migrants crossing the dangerous Darién

Gap. Migrants from Cuba are about 13,000 (United Nations, 2021). In 2021, the

Cuban population protested the prolonged restrictions on rights, the shortage of food

and medicine, and the terrible handling of the pandemic. Therefore the

socioeconomic impact and other factors have obligated hundreds of Cuban citizens

to risk their lives to cross the Darien Gap (Human Rights Watch, 2021). Thousands

of Cuban migrants have shown that taking the risk of crossing the gap is the only

opportunity they have left; even if it means danger, they mention that it is similar to

what they have to survive back in Cuba (NPR, 2021).

6. United Mexican States

7. United States of America

8. Dominion of Canada

9. Dominican Republic

10. Plurinational State of Bolivia

11. Republic of Ecuador

12. Republic of Chile

13. Federative Republic of Brazil

14. Republic of Costa Rica

15. Republic of Nicaragua

16. Republic of Honduras

17. Republic of El Salvador

18. Republic of Guatemala

19. Belice
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20. Republic of Senegal

21. Republic of Guinea

22. Republic of Sierra Leone

23. Democratic Republic of the Congo

24. People's Republic of Bangladesh

25. Republic of Angola

26. Republic of Ghana,

27. Republic of  India

28. Federal Democratic Republic of Nepal
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