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I. INTRODUCTION

The General Assembly is the United Nations' principal deliberative,

policymaking, and representational entity, having been established in 1945 under the

Charter of the United Nations. It yields a unique platform for multilateral debate of the

complete range of international issues covered by the Charter, as it is made up of all 193

UN Members (General Assembly of the United Nations, n.d). It also contributes

significantly to the development of international standards and the formulation of

international law.

The General Assembly has the power to make recommendations to countries on

international issues that fall under its purview. Furthermore, it has undertaken political,

economic, humanitarian, social, and legal efforts that have helped millions of people

worldwide (General Assembly of the United Nations, n.d). It displays dedication to

particular goals such as attaining peace, security, and disarmament, as well as

development and poverty eradication, conserving our common environment, supporting

Africa's special needs, and strengthening the United Nations (General Assembly of the

United Nations, n.d). The Assembly also decided on a set of 17 Sustainable

Development Goals in September 2015, which were included in the United Nations'

final document.

Human trafficking occurs in every part of the world, with people being sold,

purchased, and exchanged like goods. Because they are tricked, forced, or abducted,

victims of human trafficking wind themselves in the hands of traffickers. Smuggling

and human trafficking are two distinct crimes. The two, however, are linked and

frequently entangled (Trafficking in Persons, n.d).

Smuggling is a voluntary act with life-threatening implications, but human

trafficking is an involuntary act in which victims are abused. If the victims are

exploited, such as being held for ransom or forced labor or sex work to pay off a

smuggling debt, a smuggling case can escalate into human trafficking. Refugees

however, have become the main target for human trafficking in the latest years

(Trafficking in Persons, n.d). When people are forced to leave their homes, they leave

behind more than just their possessions. Individuals leave their familiar surroundings

and become socially and culturally isolated, they frequently lose their community

support networks. They do not have access to basic resources or employment
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possibilities, which leads them to not having a normal status depending on where they

fled to. These and other conditions make refugees and other forcibly displaced persons

perfect targets for human traffickers, who take advantage of their poor situation to profit

(Trafficking in Persons, n.d).

The prevalence of transnational organized crime in the country of origin appears

to be one of several factors that might raise the chances of certain refugees falling prey

to human traffickers. The significance of organized criminal organizations in human

trafficking was explored in the 2014 Global Report, and the study revealed that the

higher the prevalence of organized crime in origin countries, the more victims from

these countries are discovered in key destinations (Human Trafficking, Migration, and

Conflict, 2016). That issue looked at how human trafficking is carried out by a range of

criminal actors, not just organized multinational criminal organizations. Individuals who

exploit a family or partner are involved in many incidences of human trafficking.

However, to maintain cross-border trafficking flows over time, a trafficking

organization is required.

Refugees are particularly prone to human trafficking as a result of their

vulnerable state, the severe damages they have suffered, and their uncertain living

arrangements until permanent solutions are found. According to the United Nations

High Commissioner for Refugees, the risk of refugees being trafficked is growing

across the world (Wilson, 2011). Physical insecurity, interpersonal, financial, and

political marginalization, victimhood by smugglers enabling refugee movement, sexual

abuse experience, social isolation or other negative consequences of sexual violence,

pressure to engage in survival sex, severe disruptions to family structure, and lack of

legal protection are all significant risk factors of refugees being trafficked. In diplomatic

talks between states, refugees are considered as commodities, unwanted wherever they

settle after a harrowing escape. Refugees are subjected to dehumanizing tactics in

border enforcement, refugee camp administration, labor, and domestic enforcement

activities meant to discourage travel and constrain migrant rights as a subset of the

larger flow of human movement (Wilson, 2011).

Due to being trafficked, victims of human trafficking frequently face substantial

mental health concerns, including anxiety, insecurity, fear, and trauma. Several studies

have found that survivors had significant levels of Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder
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(PTSD). Cognitive impairment, memory loss, despair, and even suicide are also

adittional consequences of human trafficking (Understanding the impact of human

trafficking, 2022). Given what was previously mentioned, human trafficking is a serious

threat to refugees and an issue that must be adressed inmediately in order to avoid

further risky health concerns and the passing of thousands of people.

II. HISTORY OF THE PROBLEM

The international community has recognized human trafficking, particularly of

women and children, as a breach of human rights and a modernized form of slavery.

Human trafficking is among the most profitable and rapidly rising illicit activities

(Mattar, 2002). Slavery was legal, controlled, and spanning cultures and continents for

much of human history. It was frequently performed by one group of people against

another. Slavery in all its manifestations was abolished in the 19th and 20th centuries,

thanks to an international movement. These movements have shaped modern

knowledge of and battle against human trafficking. Although slavery is no longer legal

anywhere on the planet, human trafficking occurs in every country (Giovagnoni, 2022).

The first slave trip from Africa to the Americas took place in 1525. Around the

world, 12.5 million slaves were transferred from Africa during the Transatlantic Slave

Trade. This trade took place between the years 1500-1866 (Giovagnoni, 2022). During

the 16th century, owning Middle Eastern and North African (MENA) slaves was lawful

and recognized by the US government. Slavery was not abolished in the United

Kingdom until 1807 . Following the abolition of the African slave trade, "white slavery"

became a contentious subject among governments throughout the world as more people

became aware of European women, many of whom were immigrants, who were

enslaved. White slavery was characterized as the "acquisition of a white woman or girl

for prostitution against her choice" (Giovagnoni, 2022). International conferences

against white slavery were held in Paris in 1899 and 1902. The Mann Act, or the

International Agreement for the Suppression of "White Slave Traffic" was signed in

1904 as the first global treaty addressing human trafficking. The act primarily targeted

migratory women and children. The International Convention for the Suppression of

White Slave Trade was signed by 13 countries in 1910 to make this form of trafficking

illegal (Giovagnoni, 2022).
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The League of Nations was established in 1927, following World War I. Its

purpose was to keep the globe at peace while also focusing on international issues

including human trafficking. The term "white slave traffic" was altered to "traffic in

women and children" to encompass everyone without regard for ethnicity. Both men

and women were identified as victims of human trafficking (History of Human

Trafficking, 2022). The United Nations Convention for the Suppression of the Traffic in

Persons and the Exploitation of the Prostitution of Others was adopted in 1949, the

same year as the groundbreaking agreement on human rights, by countries of the UN

following WWII. It was the first international agreement on human trafficking that was

legally binding. Notwithstanding, only 66 countries have signed it as of today

(Giovagnoni, 2022).

The United Nations Protocol to Prevent, Suppress, and Punish Trafficking in

Persons, Especially Women and Children, supplementing the United Nations

Convention Against Transnational Organized Crime ("Protocol"), adopted in 2000,

requires Member States to take the appropriate steps not just to prosecute trafficking,

but also to preclude it, protect and assist victims of trafficking, and promote

international cooperation to combat the problem (Mattar, 2002). As a result, the

Protocol establishes a "comprehensive international approach" to combating human

trafficking, surpassing existing international trafficking prohibitions established by the

1949 Convention for the Suppression of the Traffic in Persons and of the Exploitation

and Prostitution of Others (which made prostitution illegal), the 1979 Convention on the

Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (which prohibited "all

forms of traffic in women"), and the 1989 Convention on the Rights of the Child (which

stated that "traffic in children for any purpose or in any form") should be explicitly

banned. Regardless of the fact that international conventions criminalize human

trafficking, approaches to the problem vary widely among governments and localities

(Mattar, 2002).

Forced labor and human trafficking are frequently related in the Middle East to

inadequate labor movement management, which leaves migrant workers particularly

exposed to abuse. In conformance with ILO Conventions – particularly those pertaining

to labor migrants, such as the Migration for Employment Convention (Revised), 1949

(No. 97), and the Migrant Workers (Supplementary Provisions) Convention, 1975 (No.

143) – and the Multilateral Framework on Labor Migration, the ILO's Labor Migration
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Branch (MIGRANT) promotes a freedoms and liberties approach to labor migration and

trilateral involvement in the management of labor policy on immigration (Harroff-Tavel,

2013). In the context of Europe, The majority of the present legislation was enacted

after the UN Trafficking Protocol was opened for signature in the year 2000. Many

countries designated human trafficking as a criminal crime between 2002 and 2003

(Sarrica, 2009). It can be inferred that the UN trafficking convention accelerated the

number of countries enacting particular human trafficking offenses in their penal

statutes in Europe, as well as the rest of the world .

III. CURRENT SITUATION

According to the UNODC report, sexual exploitation is the most frequent type

of human trafficking (79 percent). Women and girls are disproportionately the victims

of sexual exploitation, and surprisingly, women make up the majority of traffickers in

30% of the nations that gave statistics on their gender. Forced labor (18%) is the second

most common kind of human trafficking, albeit this figure may be misleading because

forced labor is less commonly found and reported than trafficking for sexual

exploitation. Children account for about 20% of all trafficking victims worldwide, with

the majority coming from regions in Africa (UNODC report on human trafficking

exposes modern form of slavery, 2022).

While some victims of human trafficking are compelled to work in the sex trade,

many others are forced to work in domestic servitude, factory employment, or

agricultural labour. Batterings, sexual abuse, food and sleep deprivation, threats to

themselves and their family members, and seclusion from the outside world are all

frequent experiences for trafficking victims (Human Traficking, n.d). Although human

trafficking has a continued presence in the Middle East and Europe, current

humanitarian crises increase the risk of human trafficking within refugee populations.

Under the appearance of rescuers, traffickers and brothel owners occasionally

operate in Ukraine. Humanitarian NGOs and global migration agencies are on high alert

after the belic conflict, fearing an increase in human trafficking along refugee routes.

The UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) projected on Monday, April 18th,

2022, that more than 4.9 million Ukrainians have fled their nation since the crisis began
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(Saintourens, 2022). On April 12, the UNHCR issued a statement alerting refugees

about the dangers posed by predators and criminal networks who may try to abuse their

vulnerability or draw them in with offers of free travel, accommodation, job, or other

types of aid.

On February 24th, 2022, the pandemonium at crossing stations when the

fighting broke out helped traffickers. The first "accommodation-for-sex" offers were

rapidly picked up by local charity. "Predators took advantage of the chaos and joined the

solidarity movement," said Thomas Hackl, the Romanian NGO Caritas' Satu Mare

coordinator (Saintourens, 2022). "Now regulation at border crossings is much better.

But the problem has moved along escape routes to the big cities of neighboring

countries'' (Saintrourens, 2022). Police in Wrocaw, Poland, said that they had arrested a

49-year-old man on sexual assault charges after he reportedly assaulted a 19-year-old

Ukrainian refugee whom he had enticed with online offers of assistance (WIRES,

2022). Authorities said the defendant faces up to 12 years in prison for the act. She was

fleeing conflict-torn Ukraine and spoke no Polish. She had faith in a man who had

offered to assist and shelter her.

Furthermore, in a post on social media in Ukrainian and Russian, Berlin police

warned women and children against getting offers of accommodation options and asked

them to notify them of anything unusual (WIRES, 2022). Overall, the rise of the belic

conflict in the Ukrainian territory has led to an increase of human trafficking in the

European region. Furthermore, in the year 2021, The European Commission published

its Strategy Combating Trafficking in Human Beings 2021-2025, which served as the

backdrop for events held in various styles during October 13 and 18, 2021 (EU

Anti-Trafficking…, 2021).

As for Afghanistan, the U.S occupation and the Taliban’s takeover have

increased the influx of Afghan refugees into other countries. Even with the influence of

the COVID-19 outbreak on its anti-trafficking capability, the Afghan government does

not fully achieve the minimal standards for the elimination of trafficking and is not

making major steps to do so (2021 Trafficking persons…, 2021). Since the US forces

left in May, the UN migration agency has seen a 40% rise in people crossing into

Pakistan, which is generally the first part of the trek. According to organizations on the

ground in Afghanistan, a huge exodus is expected to begin in the coming weeks as more
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and more desperate Afghans try to reach Europe by paying significant amounts to

people smugglers (Petersen, 2021). Additionally, Around 300 Afghan infants who were

transported "unaccompanied" are included. According to an alert issued by the U.S,

these children are "especially vulnerable" to traffickers, and news outlets have reported

cases of probable child marriages and sexual abuse aboard US military stations (Webb,

2021).

Several variables, according to the advice, put refugees at risk, and workers

should be aware of them. Afghanistan was rated as "Tier 3" in the US State

Department's 2021 Trafficking in Persons Report, meaning it did not satisfy minimal

standards for trafficking elimination. Furthermore, the advice cites "social norms" and

"instability" as catalysts for Afghan women and girls being coerced into underage

marriages as a result of the country's hurried evacuation (Webb, 2021).

IV. UN ACTIONS

Human trafficking affects around 40.3 million citizens worlwide, with around

70% of of the victims being women and children (UN launches global plan against

human trafficking, n.d). In response to this, the United Nations gives support in order to

aid in the reduction of this problem.

The Protocol to Prevent, Suppress, and Punish Human Trafficking in Persons

was signed by the United Nations in 2000, and it developed a victim-centered approach

to human trafficking. 177 nations have signed it since then. Likewise, the Council of

Europe Convention on Action Against Human Trafficking was signed in 2005,

signaling a shift in European collaboration and commitment (Prevention, Prosecution,

and Protection- Human Trafficking, n.d).

Additionally, The United Nations’ General Assembly approved the “Global Plan

of Action to Combat Trafficking in Persons” on July 30th, 2010, urging governments

throughout the world to take coordinated and consistent actions to combat the scourge.

The UN's bigger development and security initiatives must be linked into the fight

against human trafficking, according to the policy (UN launches global plan against

human trafficking, n.d). It also advocates for the creation of a voluntary UN trust fund

for victims of human trafficking, particularly women and children .
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Simlarly, the United Nations has a human rights-based strategy to dealing with

human trafficking. This method is based on international human rights agreements and

other trafficking-related international legal frameworks (  OHCHR What We Do to End

Human Trafficking, 2018). The Recommended Principles and Guidelines on Human

Rights and Human Trafficking define it .

The UN has provided aid in strengthening the Republic of Belarus' national

capacity in the sphere of human rights protection, as well as in the fight against human

trafficking and associated crimes. Since 2013, the UN has been assisting the Republic of

Belarus in strengthening its capacity to combat human trafficking (OHCHR What We

Do to End Human Trafficking, 2018). The initiative intends to improve preparedness in

the area of human rights protection in relation to the criminal judicial process (OHCHR

What We Do to End Human Trafficking, 2018).

ICAO-OHCHR Guidelines for teaching cabin crew on how to recognize and

respond to human trafficking: The UN Human Rights Office is working with the

International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) to develop guidelines and an

e-learning course for cabin crews on recognizing human trafficking victims (OHCHR

What We Do to End Human Trafficking, 2018). The development of an

awareness-raising message to be broadcast on airplanes is also part of this initiative.

The recommendations were unveiled during the first Civil Aviation Authorities and

Airlines Forum on Human Trafficking in 2018 (OHCHR: What We Do to End Human

Trafficking, 2018).

In adition, capacity-building projects, including trainings, for law enforcement and court

officials as well as nongovernmental organizations in Jordan, Saudi Arabia, Lebanon,

Tunisia, the United Arab Emirates, Qatar, Ukraine, Cameroon, the Philippines, and

Colombia, among others were established by the OHCHR of the United Nations

(OHCHR: What We Do to End Human Trafficking, 2018). Therefore, these are the

actions taken by the United Nations in order to stop the atrocity of human trafficking

with a combined effort from all the nations.

V. POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS
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As the previous UN Deputy Secretary-General Stated, “Human trafficking affects us all,

whether we live in countries of origin, transit or destination. Preventing and combating

it requires a comprehensive international approach. We must act together to stop a crime

in our midst that deprives countless victims of their liberty, dignity and human rights”

(The Global Initiative…,2007). Therefore, the following solutions can be made possible

in order to prevent and stop human trafficking within refugee populations:

01. Protect and defend victims by providing housing, counseling, medical, mental,

and financial aid, while bearing in mind the unique needs of women and

children, as well as those in high-risk situations such as refugee camps and areas

of conflict (The Global Initiative…, 2007)

a. The governments of the respective countries as well should be able to

coordinate and train federal law enforcement officials such as

prosecutors, police, etc. This should be practiced in order to continue to

legally protect the survivors with refugee statutes that seek help from

these shelters (The Global Initiative…, 2007).

b. Regarding budget, each country should take into consideration their GDP

(Gross Domestic Product) in order to determine a budget that would be

provided towards the victims in the case policies are created, and extend

the healthcare and financial aid most countries implement on their

citizens towards those affected by human trafficking.

02. Assist the survivors with refugee status by donating clothing and other items to

human trafficking victims' shelters.

a. Encourage companies to hire survivors, allowing them to get back on

their feet and begin a new life. If relevant, providing survivors with legal

counsel helps them to not only move ahead but also to get justice.

Helping survivors and helping to their rehabilitation breaks the cycle of

trauma and guarantees that it does not happen again (Top 10 solutions to

Human Trafficking, n.d).

10



03. Train UN Staff to be aware of how to act in a potentially criminal environment

such as refugee camps in order to not endanger neither staff nor trafficking

victims.

a. If UN personnel are not informed of how to operate properly in a highly

illicit setting, they may be exposed to traffickers (Riiskjær, 2008). UN

Staff should offer its employees the opportunity to participate in optional

training on a variety of protection-related topics. There are guided

learning programs, self-study programs, and opportunities to participate

in external training among these options (Riiskjær, 2008).

b. UN personnel have come into touch with human trafficking, trafficking

victims, and traffickers on a variety of situations and in a variety of

places where the UN functions. In refugee camps, asylum centers, and

collective centers, staff come into contact with trafficking scenarios.

People of concern to the UN have been targeted by traffickers in

receiving centers and refugee camps, according to UN employees.

According to UN Nepal, there have been a few examples of refugees

from UN camps being trafficked out of the camps. Women are typically

the victims, and they are sent to major cities. In brothels, they are

sexually exploited (Riiskjær, 2008).

04. Assist in reducing demand, as the ongoing desire for cheap labor and

exploitation is the key cause that maintains human trafficking such a huge

problem.

a. Oftentimes men, women, and children are lured by acquaintances or fake

advertisements, and then transferred to another city, region, or country

for exploitation. Victims of human trafficking are recruited or transferred

through force, deception, or coercion in order to subject them to sexual

exploitation, forced labor, or organ harvesting and sale (Riiskjær, 2008).

Websites such as Craigslist should be closely monitored by the

governments in order to restrict and prevent the rise of human

trafficking.
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VI. COUNTRIES INVOLVED

1. Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan

Afghans are one of the world's greatest refugee populations. There are 2.6

million Afghan refugees registered worldwide, with 2.2 million of them in Iran

and Pakistan alone. Another 3.5 million people have been internally displaced,

fleeing their homes in search of a safe haven within the country. The number of

persons escaping is projected to increase in 2021, given the increasingly

deteriorated situation in the country (Afghanistan - UNHCR, n.d). Due to this,

Afghanistan is one of the sources of human trafficking, particularly within the

country.

2. Islamic Republic of Iran

Women and children are allegedly trafficked by Iranian criminal groups not only

within Iran, but also in the Iraqi Kurdistan Region (IKR), Afghanistan, Pakistan,

the United Arab Emirates (UAE), and Europe. Iranian girls between the ages of

13 and 17 are targeted by traffickers for export. The youngest girls are forced

into domestic servitude by their captors until they are old enough to be used in

child sex trafficking (Worst Countries for Human Trafficking, 2017).

3. Ukraine

Due to the ongoing belic conflict in the Ukraine-Russia areas, more than 14

million people have fled, according to the UN (How many Ukrainians…,2022).

It is estimated that women make up more than half of those who are forcibly

displaced. Many women are especially susceptible because they are pregnant,

disabled, or have been victims of violence (How many Ukrainians…,2022). This

puts these women and children at a particularly high risk for human trafficking.
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4. People's Republic of China

China resurfaces on the 2017 TIP Report's worst nations for human trafficking

list, dropping from Tier 2 to Tier 3. Men, women, and children in China are

subjected to forced labor and the sex trade by traffickers. Individuals with

developmental impairments, as well as youngsters whose parents have relocated

to the city and left them with relatives, are targeted by human traffickers. There

have also been reports of African and Asian males being kidnapped and forced

to work on fishing vessels under state-sponsored forced labor circumstances

(Worst Countries for Human Trafficking, 2017).

5. Syrian Arab Republic

Throughout the continuing civil conflict in Syria, the situation has deteriorated,

with sub-state armed factions of various ideologies controlling huge swaths of

the country's territory. The Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) made public

rules in December 2014 on how to kidnap, enslave, and sexually abuse female

slaves. Forced marriage, domestic slavery, systematic rape, and sexual abuse are

all common practices among ISIS troops who target women and girls from

minority populations. Before selling Syrian females in "slave bazaars" and

sending them to other Syrian regions and foreign countries for sexual servitude,

ISIS asks them to submit to virginity tests. Throughout 2016, displaced Syrians

continued to rely on smugglers to offer illicit transit to Europe via the

Mediterranean Sea, placing them at danger of being deported or trafficked

(Worst Countries for Human Trafficking, 2017).

6. Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela

7. Central African Republic

8. Democratic People's Republic of Korea

9. French Republic

10. Japan
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11. Republic of Belarus

12. Republic of Germany

13. Republic of Lebanon

14. Republic of Poland

15. Republic of Sudan

16. Republic of Turkey

17. Romania

18. Russian Federation

19. State of Eritrea

20. The Arb Republic of Egypt

21. The Islamic Republic of Pakistan

22. United Arab Emirates

23. United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland

24. United Mexican States

25. United States of America
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